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"Books  are  the  compasses  and  teles¬ 
copes  and  sextants  and  charts  which  other  men 
have  prepared  to  help  us  navigate  the  dangerous 
seas  of  human  life," 

- Bennett 


SUMMER  CULTURE-- 


:L'iJ  TRUNKS 


(conto ) 


Despite  the  pressure  during  the 
summer  months  of  holidays,  picnics, 
golf,  gardening  and,  indeed,  any¬ 
thing  that  takes  advantage  of  warm 
sunny  days.  Culture  has  still  found 
time  to  continue  a  little  of  its 
winter  activity. 


MM 


—  AND  TRUNKS 


Visual  Arts  Board  that ’'they  decided 
we-  should  ha^  oiie,  too.; 

"''j 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  v/e're  to 
have  two,  each  with  five  removable 
trays  for  the  display  of  different 
crafts.  Better  still,  all  the  dis¬ 
play  material  (which  will  show  very 
simply  how  each  craft  is  done)  and 
the  helpful  descriptive  booklets 
which  will  accompany  each  tray  are 
all  to  be  supplied  by  Alberta  crafts¬ 
men  and  women. 


No,  not  really  the  summer  kind  of 
trunks  What  we  mean  is  the  latest 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  fourth 
and  youngest  of  our  Boards,  the  one 
in  Visual  Arts. 

Handicraft  Displays 

Last  spring,  a  "handicraft  trunk" 
from  the  East  was  lent  to  us  for  a  few 
weeks,  and  the  idea  of  it  so  impressed  the 


When  completed,  the  trunks  are  to 
be  circulated  to  all  libraries  and 
groups  interested  in  such  work.  The 
organizations  presently  responsible 
for  the  preparation  of  the  trays  are 
Coste  House,  Calgary,  The  Edmonton 
Museum  of  Arts  and  the  Alberta  Branch 
of  the  Canadian  Handicrafts  Guild. 


MM 
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ANYBODY  GOT  A  'CELLO? 


Or  a  viola?  Or,  for  that  matter, 
any  stringed  instrument  or  music 
therefor?  If  such  there  be,  lying 
unwanted  in  some  dark  corner  of  the 
house,  we  should  like  to  be  allowed 
to  suggest  a  home  for  it. 

Fairview's  Need 

Our  attention  has  been  dravm  to 
the  excellent  work  being  done  in 
Alberta's  north  country  by  an  English 
lady, 'Miss.  Mary  Vaughan,  who  came 
out  here  in  194^  and  has  since  worked 
wonders  with  a  small  string  ensemble 
in  Fairview 


The  enthusiasm  with  which  her  offers 
to  instruct  pupils  have  met  in  a 
comparatively  isolated  district  is 
wonderful  It  is  most  encouraging  to 
find  such  eager  talent,  but  it  is  some¬ 
what  more  difficult  to  secure  instruments 
to  satisfy  it  all. 

The  Playing  of  Good  Music 


Miss.  Vaughan  reports  that  she  has 
managed  to  supply  herself  most  of  the 
needed  instruments  so  far,  all  but  one 
'Cello  and  one  viola.  She  would  be 
most  grateful  if  there  can  be  found 
some  music-lover  in  the  Province  who, 
like  her,  is  interested  in  "encouraging 
the  playing  of  good  music  by  the  people 
themselves,  and  beginning  with  the 
youngest  members  of  the  community".  If 
there  is  anyone  who  can  help  out,  v^ill 
you  please  write  to  Miss  Vaughan  at  St. 
Nicholas  House,  Fairviewj  or  direct  to 
this  Branch. 


BY  WAY  OF  (MORE) 

INTRODUCTION 


Before  we  go  any  farther,  v;e  want 
to  make  humble  apologies  to  our 
Southern  Office  for  overlooking  their 
claims  in  the  June  News  Letter. 

Them 

Be  it  here  and  now  acknowledged 
that  any  inquiries,  requests  or 
personal  visits  may  be  made  to  our 
Calgary  office  if  you  live  in  the 
south.  The  Supervisor,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Webster,  and  his  assistant,  Mr.  D.  D. 
Dali,  will  be  very  glad  to  supply 
any  information  needed o  The  address 
is:  128  Seventh  Avenue  West. 
Telephone:  M842  17. 

Us 

We  might  as  well  add  our  own 
phone  number  while  we're  about  it, 
for  those  of  you  who  can't  get  in  to 
see  us  in  person.  It's  916  470.  'Us', 

of  course,  and  in  case  yqu  mislaid 
the  first  Letter,  being  the  Co¬ 
ordinator,  Richard  MacDonald,  and 
his  assistant.  Miss  Audrey  Ladlero 

(And  we  like  personal  visits  even 
more  than  we  do  letters  and  telephone 
calls. ) 

m# 

NEW  LIBRARIES 

We  are  very  pleased  to  announce 
that  l600  more  people  have  now  got 
library  service  on  their  doorsteps  — 
in  the  centres  of  Ashmont,  Bon  Accord, 
Enchant,  Milk  River  and  Sylvan  Lake, 
all  five  of  which  have  opened  new 
public  libraries  since  the  spring. 
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SUMMER  MEANS 
travel 

Yes,  and  Libraries  mean  travel, 
too.  That  is,  if  we  are  to  be  as 
useful  as  possible  to  them.  During 
the  last  few  months,  both  Mr. 
MacDonald  and  Miss.  Ladler  have 
been  visiting  various  of  our  lib¬ 
raries  to  see  how  they’re  getting 
on  and  if  there  is  anything  we  can 
do  to  help  them  further 

You  Can  Help,  Too 

From  Fairview  to  Stirling,  from 
Jasper  to  Wainwright,  v;e  have  been 
most  impressed  with  the  faithful 
work  of  the  volunteer  librarians  in 
the  small  centres,  and  the  gradual 
striving  for  something  bigger  and 
better  in  the  cultural  and  literary 
life  of  the  community. 

If  there's  a  library  in  your  to\m, 
why  not  give  it  your  support  and 
encouragement?  -The  more  you  patron¬ 
ize  it,  the  more  it  will  do  for  you 
--  one  investment  in  the  present  that 
always  pays  off  in  the  future. 

And  if  there  isn't  a  library  — 
don't  forget  we're  here  to  help  you 
whenever  you  want  to  get  started  on 
one . 


C.I.I.A.  -  OR  AREI^'T 

YOU  INTERESTED? 

"Perhaps  the  most  outstanding  fact 
about  Canada  in  the  post-war  world 
is  her  sudden  growth  from  a  small 
power  to  an  effective  'middle  power' 
playing  an  active  role  in  affairs  far 


C.I.I.A  (Cont.) 

beyond  her  borders.  Our  member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  Nations,  our 
economic  problems,  for  example, 
have  revealed  how  vital  to  Canadians 
are  conditions  and  events  in  the 
outside  world  " 

No,  we're  not  branching  out  into 
international  affairs  all  of  a 
sudden.  It's  just  that  we've  been 
asked  to  draw  attention  to  the  work 
and  publications  of  the  Canadian 
Institute  of  International  Affairs. 

Doorways  to  the  World 

That's  what  they  call  the  servi¬ 
ces  they  provide,  chief  among  which 
is  their  inexpensive  pamphlet  series 
"Behind  the  Headlines",  whose 
articles  bn  world  problems  of  every 
nature  are  intended  to  give  Canadians 
an  insight  into  affairs  that  involve 
our  nation  more  and  more  as  the 
months  pass. 

In  addition,  C.I.I.A. 's  library  is 
open  to  all  groups  and  individuals 
throughout  the  Dominion  who  are 
interested  in  the  various  aspects  of 
international  affairs  as  they  affect 
us. 

For  books  on  loan,  pamphlets  or 
any  information,  write  to  the  C  I_ I  A. 
at  230  Bloor  Street  West,  Toronto  5. 
Being  informed  on  problems  means  being 
better  equipped  to  fight  and  solve 

them  -  and  solving  such  problems  as 

the  threats  of  Communism,  world  famine 
and  war  will  leave  our  country  free  to 
develop  the  culture  by  which  the  great¬ 
ness  of  a  nation  is  measured. 

MM 
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PRAIRIE  CONCERTS 

Many  of  you  will  be  familiar  with 
the  Famous  Artists  and  Celebrity 
Series  of  concerts  presented  every 
winter  in  the  larger  centres  of 
the, province  Now,  to  serve  the 
smaller  communities,  Alberta  has 
produced  an  enterprising  young 
manager  who  is  ready  to  bring  your 
town  its  own  little  concert  series. 

Alberta  Artists 

Blake  MacKenzie,  whose  Prairie 
Concert  Series  office  is  at  306 
Bank  of  Toronto  Building,  Edmonton, 
has  lined  up  eight  or  ten  good  artists 
for  you  to  choose  from.  You  can  have 
just  one,  or  make  up  a  series  of  from 
two  to  five,  whichever  you  wish. 

Including  both  singers  and  instrum¬ 
entalists,  all  but  one  of  the  artists 
are  Albertans  Here  is  a  grand  opp¬ 
ortunity  to  provide  some  excellent 
musical  evenings  for  your  community  at 
unusually  reasonable  cost,  and  you 
a].so  help  our  own  provincial  talent  to 
get  experience. 

How  About  a  Musical  Club 

Mr.  MacKenzie  came  up  to  see  our 
Music  Board  about  his  series,  and  they 
think  it  an  excellent  idea,  and 
thoroughly  endorse  it. 

We  hope  you  will  think  so,  too,  and 
we'd  very  much  like  to  see  as  many 
towns  as  possible  take  advantage  of 
this  double-barrelled  opportunity. 

Mr  ^ MacKenzie  would  be  very  pleased  to 
visit  you  at  any  time  to  discuss 
musical  club  and  concert  plans,  if  you 
will  just  drop  him  (or  this  office)  a 
line. 

uu 


THE  LEGION 

GOES  DRAI'MTIC  — 

Edmonton ' s  Montgomery  Branch  of 
the  Canadian  Legion  is  sporting  a 
brave  new  Drama  Club  this  fall 
With  an  initial  turn-out  of  fifteen 
members,  readings  of  "Dear  Brutus" 
and  "Blithe  Spirit"  have  already 
been  held,  to  see  what  talent  is 
available . 

Director  from  English  Stage 

The  Legion  is  very  proud  of  the 
fact  that  the  Director  of  the  new 
group  is  Alan  Hood,  very  recently  of 
the  London  'stage  and  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Music  Mr.  Hood  came  to 
Edmonton  in  July  under  Alberta's 
immigration  plan,  having  been  rec¬ 
ommended  by  Mr  McMullen,  our  Agent 
General  in  London 

Mr  Hood  is  planning  lectures  on 
various  aspects  of  stagecraft,  and  is 
already  considering  the  presentation 
of  both  one-  and  three-act  plays  in 
the  New  Year. 

Have  You  a  Group? 

If  so,  we'd  like  to  hear  about  it 
and  its  plans  for  the  winter  And 
don't  forget,  now  the  open  season  is 
on  for  dramatic  efforts,  to  consult 
Professor  Orchard  and  "Stage  Door" 
(Fine  Arts  Department,  University  of 
Alberta,  Edmonton)  for  any  advice  or 
assistance  with  your  productions 

A  New  Twist. 

Calgary's  Civic  and  Edmonton’s 
Community  Theatre  groups  are  planning 
to  trade  major  productions  sometime 
this  winter,  host  to  provide  stage  and 
sets  We'll  keep  you  posted  on  dates 
and  outcome. 

#m 
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--AND  MUSICAL 

For  the  Legion's  same  Montgomery 
^Branch  also  boasts  a  Glee  Club 
Started  last  spring  by  Director 
A  C  Ballantine,  its  membership 
is  up  to  22  now  for  the  start  of 
its  second  season  Enthusiastic 
and  hard-working,  the  Glee  Club 
was  repaid  for  its  enterprise  by 
a  broadcast  last  May,  and  the 
members  are  'resolved  to  do  even 
better  this  winter. 

We  would  like  to  see  groups  of 
this  sort  (both  dramatic  and 
musical'  springing  up  in  other 
Legion  branches  in  the  Province, 
and  in  branches  of  Service  Clubs 
and  similar  organizations  You'll 
find  acting  and  singing  together 
can  really  be  a  lot  of  fun. 

Mr  Eaton  and  the  Choir 

And  if  you ' d  like  advice  in  the 
formation  of  a  choir  or  Glee  Club, 
we're  sure  Richard  Eaton  of  the 
University's  Music  Department  will 
be  very  glad  to  help  Mr,  Eaton, 
you  know,  is  Director  of  the  Mixed 
Chorus. 

Which  reminds  us  that  we'll  soon 
be  assisting  again  v/ith  arrangements 
for  the  Chorus's  Spring  Tour  in  May, 
so  if  you  think  your  town  v;ould  like 
to  hear  the  Chorus  then,  let  us  know 
sometime,  so  that  a  convenient 
itinerary  can  be  worked  out.  We  can 
assure  you  it  is  v;ell  worth  a  special 
effort 

m# 

S.O  S'  Music  teachers  urgently 
required  -  Cards ton.  Tomahawk, 
Fawcett  Write  this  office 

MM 


COMMUNITY  CENTRES 

Later  this  fall,  something  new  is 
being  added  to  Cultural  Activities' 
already  varied  programme.  We  are 
undertalcing  the  distribution  of  a 
wonderfully  comprehensive  bulletin 
prepared  by  the  Prairie  Rural  Hous¬ 
ing  Committee. 

IfiTnat  Are  Your  Interests? 

The  Bulletin  will  cover  all  aspects 
of  building  the  Community  Centre  most 
suited  to  your  community's  tastes, 
interests  and  budget.  If  you  are 
considering  such  an  enterprise  for 
your  town,  let  us  have  your  name  and 
address,  and  we'll  let  you  know  as 
soon  as  the  Bulletin  is  ready. 

MM 

RECORDED  CONCERTS  NOW 

AVAILABLE  IN  NORTH 

Thanks  to  the  kind  co-operation  of 
the  Provincial  Institute  of  Tech 
nol.ogy  and  Art,  many  of  you  in  the 
Calgary  area  will  already  be  familiar 
with  the  concerts  we  send  out  on  loan 
from  our  Southern  office  (And  if 
you're  not,  drop  our  Mr  Webster  - 
see  page  2'  -  a  line  He'd  be  glad 

to  let  you  have  all  information  ^ 

Donated  Library 

Now,  highly  appreciated  donations 
from  the  University,  Heintzman's, 
National  Music,  the  C.B  C  ,  Mr  and 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Gray  and  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  have  made  it  possible  for  us 
to  form  our  own  small  library  in 
Edmonton  From  it,  five  concerts  are 
now  ready  for  loan  Drop  us  a  line 
if  you'd  like  to  use  them  and  we're 
also  open  for  more  donations,  please- 

MM 
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ALBERTA  SECURES 

FESTIVAL  HONOUR 

You  read  in  the  June  nunber 
about  our  Co-Ordinator's  visit  to 
Ottav/a  last  spring  to  attend  the 
Dominion  Drama  Festival.  He  went 
armed  with  an  official  invitation 
from  Alberta  to  hold  the  next 
Festival  herej  however,  Toronto 
had  already  been  decided  on  pre¬ 
viously  as  the  1949  host 

First  Out  West 

But.  --on  September  17  th  the 
D  D.F.  Executive  held  another  meet¬ 
ing.  Mr.  MacDonald  attended,  as 
tiefits  the  only  7/estern  Represent¬ 
ative  on  the  executive,  and  once 
again  tendered  the  invitation,  on 
behalf  of  the  Alberta  Drama  League 
and  the  Alberta  Government  And 
this  time  it  was  accepted. 

r  So  —  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  D.D.F.  Governors  Court,  1950 
will  see  the  Dominion  Drama 
Festival  in  our  own  Province  — 
the  first  time  the  Festival  has 
come  west  of  Winnipeg.  We  think 
that's  something  to  crow  about  — 
and  the  East  will  really  have  to 
look  to  its  laurels  now  in  cultur¬ 
al  activity  in  hospitality. 

#m 

BOOKS  THAT  PASS  IN 

(and  out  of)  BOXES 

Another  tip  for  Libraries,  and 
one  which  can  likewise  benefit 
individuals  and  groups  too  small  or 
isolated  either  to  get  into  town 
easily  or  to  start  up  a  library  of 
their  own. 

The  University  Extension  Library 
has  asked  us  to' point  out  to  aJU 


BOOKS  THAT  PASS  (cont  ) 

association  public  libraries  that 
boxes  of  books  on  loan  are  avail¬ 
able  to  them  at  any  time  from  the 
U.E  L.,  to  supplement  their  own 
stores  Featuring  the  arrival  of 
such  boxes  should  be  a  very  useful 
bit  of  advertising,  to  boost  lagg 
ing  circulation  and  interest  For 
further  information  just  write  to 
Miss.  Macleod,  Extension  Library, 
Court  House,  Edmonton. 

Exchange  is  as  Good  as  - 

Several  libraries  have  asked  us 
if  we  could  set  up  some  system  of 
exchanging  books  that  libraries 
have  had  considerable  use  out  of, 
but  are  reluctant  to  dispose  of 
completely  as  'discards' . 

Perhaps  you  have  had  donations, 
or  made  purchases,  of  books  in 
which  there  is  now  little  interest 
in  your  community.  Perhaps  you've 
several  copies  of  a  book  that  is 
only  used  frequently  enough  to 
demand  the  presence  of  one  copy  on 
your  shelves.  Perhaps,  to  make  the 
best  use  of  your  space,  you'd  like 
to  get  rid  of  lesser-used'  volumes 
in  exchange  for  something  of  greater 
service  to  you. 

Anyv/ay,  whatever  your  reason,  if 
you  have  such  books,  let  us  have  a 
list  of  them  We'll  publicize  it, 
and  keep  all  libraries  informed  of 
what  books  are  available. 

Discards  Can  be  Godsends 

To  lonely  people  at  isolated 
points.  Keep  your  library  up-to- 
date  with  new  books,  and  make  room 
for  them  by  weeding  out  the  old 
and  obsolete,  which  will  be  welcomed 
by  others  less  fortunate. 


SEE  YOU  AT  CHRISTIvlAS-TIME' 
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I  have  found  it  a  good  plan,  whenever  I  am  in 
doubt  concerning  some  question  about  music,  to  trans¬ 
late  the  discussion  into  terms  of  cookery.  It  is 
astonishing  how  much  alike  food  and  music  are.  They 
are  so,  of  course,  because  music  is  decidedly  a  va¬ 
riety  of  food.  So  is  all  art.  We  feel  the  pangs  of 
bodily  hunger,  and  put  things  into  our  mouths  in  or¬ 
der  to  stay  them.  Similarly,  we  feel  certain  emo¬ 
tional  or  spiritual  cravings  that  can  be  satisfied 
only  by  religion  or  art  —  frequently  both," 


PROVINCIAL 

PARTICIPATION 

Wednesday,  October  6th,  saw  a 
new  Board  on  the  Cultural  Activi¬ 
ty  scene,  when  a  joint  meeting  of 
three  of  our  four  Boards  drew  up 
plans  for  a  PROVINCIAL  ARTS  BOARD, 
associate  membership  in  which 
will  be  open  to  anyone  in  the 
province . 

Our  representatives  on  P.A.B. 
are  Chairman  Alan  Macdonald  (Dra¬ 
ma),  H.  G.  Clyde  (Visual  Arts), 
and  H.  G.  Turner  (Music).  These 
three  will  shortly  announce  a 
programme  in  which  the  general 
public  will  be  invited  to  join, 
the  funds  from  which  will  be 
used  to  benefit  Alberta  talent. 

Watch  your  papers  for  NEVJS  of 
how  YOU  can  help  Albertans  I 


-  Deems  Taylor. 


"THE  BARBER"  MAKES 

A  NICE  ENTREE 

Edmonton  recently  played  host 
to  Alliance  Film's  first  full- 
length  opera,  Rossini's  "Barber 
of  Seville",  shortly  to  appear 
in  other  centres  of  Alberta,  It 
is  a  most  acceptable  production, 
thanks  largely  to  Met.  Tenor 
Tagliavini  and  a  handsome  new 
Figaro,  Tito  Gobbi.  An  old 
friend,  Deems  Taylor,  tells  the 
story. 

"The  Barber",  "Pagliacci"  and 
other  unusual  films  are  obtain¬ 
able  by  private  arrangement  with 
Branch  Manager  Somer  James,  303 
Donalda  Block,  Winnipeg.  Service 
clubs  and  other  organizations, 
in  co-operation  with  their  local 
theatre  managers,  will  find  Al¬ 
liance  films  fine  entertainment 
and  excellent  fund-raisers. 


m# 
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HOIST  —  I 
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50  ALBUMS  AT  17 


As  Libraries  have  been  the 
jumping-off  point  for  much  of 
our  endeavours  in  the  cultural 
field,  we  are  naturally  eager  to 
encourage  new  and  old  ones  alike. 

Quintuplets 

Consequently,  when  we  hear  of 
a  town  with  a  little  library  not 
receiving  a  grant,  we  ask  ques¬ 
tions,  hoping  we  can  help  it.  We 
did  this  one  day  last  August  — 
three  months  later  a  gentleman 
walked  into  the  office  and  said, 
"Yes,  my  town  would  like  to  or¬ 
ganize  its  library  under  the  Act. 

So  would  FOUR  more  towns  in  our 
district  I " 

We  Shouldn ’ t  Have  Asked 

Seriously,  though,  we're  real¬ 
ly-  glad  to  welcome  more  libraries 
to  the  fold.  Our  latest.  No.  69, 
is  Lac  La  Biche.  And  our  survey 
this  fall  revealed  at  least  30 
other  communities  whose  library 
service  has  not  yet  been  organ¬ 
ized  under  the  Act. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  one  of  the 
30,  answering  the  question  "Has 
the  library  been  organized  under 
the  Public  Libraries  Act?"  terse¬ 
ly  wrote:  "No.  Never  heard  of  it." 
We  crawled  under  the  nearest  stone. 

m# 

PLAY- WORK 

This  year,  the  Oanadian  Handi¬ 
crafts  Guild  in  Alberta  has  wel¬ 
comed  new  branches  in  Olds,  Fort 
Saskatchewan,  Okotoks  and  Ponoka. 

Anyone  interested  in  Handicrafts 
or  in  organizing  a  OHG  Branch  is 
asked  to  write  to  Mrs.  0.  T.  Wood- 
side,  ll6  Roxboro  Road,  Calgary. 


That's  the  library  of  a  young 
member  of  a  music  lovers'  group 
in  Blairmore,  who  have  been  do¬ 
ing  every  fortnight  for  two  years 
the  very  music  appreciation  we're 
trying  to  encourage. 

Talent,  Too 

Their  two-hour  concerts  include 
a  major  work,  smaller  selections 
(ei tiler  recorded  or  provided  by  a 
member  of  the  group)  and  choral 
singing.  Something  of  everything, 
and  notes  are  given  by  the  owners 
of  the  recordings  played. 

Our  congratulations  to  Blairmore, 
and  to  Mrs.  Pinkney,  the  hostess, 
for  the  interest  and  co-operation 
that  have  made  such  evenings  pos¬ 
sible  . 

Easy  Things 

Music  Appreciation  is  like  any 
other  hobby  or  sport  —  it  takes 
patience  and  application  and  prac¬ 
tice  to  get  fullest  enjoyment  out 
of  it.  And  those  too  lazy  to  turn 
out  to  practice  don't  get  very  far. 

Anything  that's  worth  while  is 
worth  working  for,  but  too  many 
people  are  content  with  the  "easy 
things  to  understand"  —  they 
don't  know  what  they're  missing, 
do  they.  Music  Lovers? 

And  Nordegg 

We'd  like  to  say  thanks  to  Nor¬ 
degg'  s  Mr.  Robins,  too,  for  his 
industry  and  generosity  in  provi¬ 
ding  from  his  own  collection  and 
knowledge  the  concerts  and  notes 
enjoyed  by  a  small  group  in  the 
mining  town. 

We're  looking  forward  to  visit¬ 
ing  these  two  centres  very  soon. 


MM  MM 
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HOW  TO  WIN  BOOKS 

BY  INFLUENCING  PEOPLE 

Raymond  and  Cardston  Libraries 
were  recently  visited  by  Mr.  Web¬ 
ster  and  Mr,  Dali,  who  were  much 
impressed  with  their  service.  Mr. 
Dali  wrote  of  Cardston:  "An  inte¬ 
resting  feature  is  the  Thomas  Wm. 
Duce  Memorial,  a  section  devoted 
to  good  books,  one  or  two  being 
added  to  the  Memorial  each  month 
by  the  Duce  Trust  Fund." 

Remembrance 

Another  town  tackles  it  a  lit¬ 
tle  differently o  People  there,  it 
seems,  aren't  very  keen  on  the 
idea  of  sending  a  lot  of  flowers 
to  funerals.  Instead,  they  donate 
a  book  to  the  Library,  inscribed 
with  the  name  of  the  person  in 
whose  memory  the  book  is  given. 

A  living,  lasting  remembrance, 
that  continues  to  serve  library, 
readers  and  friends  alike. 

#m 

ELK  ISLAND  TRIES 

A  BAND  SHELL 

With  the  co-operation  of  the 
National  Film  Board  and  this 
office.  Elk  Island  National  Park, 

40  miles  east  of  Edmonton,  tried 
something  new  this  summer. 

A  small  'shell'  was  constructed 
close  to  the  shores  of  the  lake, 
and  varied  entertainments  were 
supplied  on  Sunday  evenings,  of 
films,  recordings  and  live  talent. 

Famous  Band 

We  were  particularly  grateful 
to  Mr.  Carl  Friberg,  leader  of 
the  excellent  RCAF  Band,  who  was 


ELK  ISLAND  SHELL  (Cont.) 

pleased  to  contribute  the  servi¬ 
ces  of  his  men  and  himself. 

The  Children  Especially 

In  addition,  films  and  records 
were  presented  in  evenings  of  mu¬ 
sic  appreciation  for  the  boys  and 
girls  of  two  of  the  summer  camps 
held  in  the  Park.  "Instruments  of 
the  Orchestra"  proved  particular¬ 
ly  absorbing  for  all  ages. 

m# 

FOR  MERIT  —  $2,000 

Since  the  spring,  two  things  of 
cultural  import  have  been  accom¬ 
plished  that  are  a  very  material 
step  in  the  right  direction. 

On  the  recommendations  of  our 
Boards  in  Library  and  Musical  acti¬ 
vities,  a  total  of  14  scholarships 
have  been  awarded  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Economic  Affairs,  through 
this  office,  for  the  furtherance 
of  students'  work  in  these  fields. 

$2,000  has  been  our  Government's 
answer  to  our  proof  that  Alberta 
has  talent  really  worth  developing. 

#m 

DISTINGUISHED 

VISITORS 

Because  of  the  scope  of  our  work, 
we  often  get  most  interesting  visi¬ 
tors,  but  we've  had  two  specials 
within  the  last  few  weeks. 

They  were  Sir  Eric  Maclagan,  for¬ 
mer  director  of  the  Victoria  and 
Albert  Museum,  London,  now  Chairman 
of  the  Fine  Arts  Committee  of  the 
British  Council;  and  Sir  Shuldham 
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DISTINGUISHED  VISITORS  (cont.) 

Redfern,  Director  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Department  of  the  same 
organization. 

"Britain  Today" 

The  official  publication  of 
the  Council  is  their  interesting 
and  comprehensive  "Britain  Today" 
(3  Hanover  St.,  London  W  1).  Sir 
'Eric  and  Sir  Shuldham  told  us  of 
the  Council's  endeavours  along 
our  particular  lines  of  interest. 

In  music,  special  recordings 
have  been  sponsored  and  tours  of 
the  larger  orchestras  assisted. 

In  drama,  the  Australian  tour  of 
the  Old  Vic  Company  was  arranged, 
and  smaller  companies  have  been 
subsidized  in  the  production  of 
unusual  or  little-known  plays  of 
particular  interest « 

A  Dream  for  Our  Future 

In  art,  exhibitions  have  been 
organized  by  the  British  Council 
for  display  abroad o  (It  may  be 
possible  to  arrange  for  some  to 
come  to  Alberta„)  Libraries  in 
other  countries  have  been  stock¬ 
ed  with  books  about  Britain. 

All  of  which  is  very  far  ad¬ 
vanced  from  what  we're  doing  but 
not  very  different  from  what  we'd 
like  to  be  able  to  do  someday „ 

m# 

’  AN  ALBERTA  ARTIST  ' 

Talking  of  travelling  art  ex¬ 
hibits  reminds  us  of  a  pocket- 
size  one  shown  to  the  P.A.B.  one 
evening  by  Board  Member  Henson, 
of  Lethbridge. 

It  consisted  of  Kodachrome 
slides  of  the  work  done  by  Nova 


'AN  ALBERTA  ARTIST'  (cont.) 

Scotia  artists.  While  not  provi¬ 
ding  the  sort  of  collection  that 
can  remain  on  display  indefinite¬ 
ly,  this  novel  idea  has  a  number 
of  advantages  that  commend  it  to 
our  use  for  our  own  artists. 

' In  Every  Home ' 

The  two  most  outstanding  are  the 
cheapness  of  its  preparation  and 
transportation,  and  the  facility 
of  its  presentation.  No  packing 
cases,  freight  or  insurance  —  no 
special  display  hall  or  trouble 
of  hanging.  Just  a  slide  project¬ 
or  in  any  home,  and  an  audience n 
And  the  reproduction  is  excellent o 

Of  course,  what  we'd  really  like 
to  see  is  'An  Alberta  Artist's 
Picture  in'  Every  Home'o  Whatever 
your  favourite  —  water-colours, 
oils,  pastels,  tempera,  sketches 
in  pencil  or  pen-and-ink  —  they 
all  have  their  exponents  in  our 
own  Province,  and  good  ones,  too. 

A  Christmas  or  birthday  gift  of 
an  Alberta  artist's  picture  would 
to  doubly  thoughtful,  more  than 
satisfyingo 

MM 

BEDFELLOWS 

We've  been  somewhat  amused  late¬ 
ly  by  the  mild  epidemic  of  " Rest- 
Room-  cum-Libr  ary"  buildings  in  se¬ 
veral  Alberta  towns.  We  aren't  too 
sure  of  the  connection  —  but  we 
do  agree  it  is  an  excellent  solu¬ 
tion  to  the  housing  problem o 

Cultural  Interest 

We  ourselves  visited  the  ruew  one 
at  Mannville  a  few  weeks  ago,  and 
found  it  very  attractive.  We  were 
also  invited  to  the  opening  tea  of 
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BEDFELLOWS  (Cont.) 

the  Coaldale  Library,  now  hous¬ 
ed  in  new  quarters  in  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  Building. 

Unfortunately,  we  weren't 
able  to  go,  but  Mr.  Webster  and 
Mr.  Dali  did,  and  wrote:  "We 
had  a  splendid  visit  there  and 
found  much  evidence  of  interest 
in  things  cultural." 

#m 

MUSIC  ON  THE  HOOF 

Our  plea  last  issue  for  music 
teachers  for  Cardston,  Tomahawk 
and  Fawcett  still  stands,  but  in 
the  meantime  we've  heard  of  two 
music  teachers  in  the  city,  one 
piano,  one  violin,  who  have  orga¬ 
nized  for  themselves  in  the  Ed¬ 
monton  area  a  small  rural  teach¬ 
ing  circuit,  at  $5  00  per  month. 

No  Lost  Time 

The  classes  are  arranged  with 
local  school  authorities,  and 
are  .given  during  school  hours, 
once  a  week.  This  permits  the 
teachers  to  be  back  in  the  city 
to  meet  their  regular  pupils  with 
very  little  loss  of  time;  and  it 
also  provides  competent  instruc¬ 
tion  for  talented  boys  and  girls 
who  otherwise  would  go  without. 

Let  Us  Know 

Communities  in  a  40-50  mile  ra¬ 
dius  of  Edmonton  who  would  like 
to  have  the  services  of  these  two 
teachers  can  drop  us  a  line.  We'd 
also  like  to  hear  from  other  tea¬ 
chers  who  are  doing,  or  would  be 
prepared  to  do,  similar  work  in 
other  parts  of  the  province. 

MM 


SURVEYS,  PROBLEMS  — 

AND  SOLUTIONS 

Elsewhere,  we  have  mentioned 
the  survey  made  this  fall  of  li¬ 
brary  service  generally  in  the 
Province.  One  of  the  questions 
asked:  "What  is  your  big  problem?" 

We  expected  the  majority  to  say 
"Financing",  and  were  mildly  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  it  down  in  fourth 
place  among  complaints.  Instead, 
the  one  affecting  at  least  25%, 
large  and  small  alike,  is  lack  of 
adequate  library  assistance. 

Stony  Plain's  Answer 

The  new  library  at  Stony,  con¬ 
fronted  with  this,  sent  two  of  its 
Board  to  Varsity's  short  course. 

On  their  return,  the  ladies  gave  a 
lecture  to  representatives  of  the 
town's  organizations  interested  in 
volunteer  library  work.  Those  at¬ 
tending  were  given  practical  exam¬ 
ples  of  what  they  would  be  doing. 

As  a  result,  the  Stony  Plain  Li¬ 
brary  is  served  by  .  a  score  of  vo¬ 
lunteers,  all  of  whom  are  uniform¬ 
ly  familiar  with  the  running  of  a 
library.  Such  co-operation  served 
a  dual  purpose:  it  supplied  will¬ 
ing  assistants,  and  it  drew  the  at¬ 
tention  and  support  of  the  town. 

The  Next  Two 

As  a  Public  Library  is  essential¬ 
ly  a  community  affair,  the  solution 
to  Problems  2  and  3  can  be  supplied 
by  the  townsfolk.  One  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  accommodation;  the  other  is 
lack  of  popular  interest  and  sup¬ 
port. 

A  town  with  a  good,  well-used  li- 
'brary  is  a  good  town.  Will  your  as¬ 
sistance  smooth  its  path? 

MM 
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WE'RE  PROUD  OF 

OUR  SERI GRAPHS 

Because  they're  different.  You 
see,  serigraphs  are  silk-screen 
ppints,  and  we  have  six  of  them 
on  the  walls  of  our  office,  given 
by  the  Federation  of  Canadian  Ar¬ 
tists  through  the  Edmonton  secre¬ 
tary,  George  Weber.  We've  also 
silk-screen  Christmas  cards,  and 
they're  most  attractive. 

Etcher  Sterner 

Among  the  nemerous  visitors  to 
the  office  who  have  remarked  on 
our  unusual  pictures  was  an  ex¬ 
tra  special  one,  Malte  Sterner, 
the  Swedish  dry-point  etcher.  He 
came  in  to  show  us  some  of  his 
own  beautiful  work,  but  got  inte¬ 
rested  in  our  pictures,  too. 

American  Indians 

Mr.  Sterner  is  to  do  etchings 
of  Indian  braves  of  the  various 
tribes,  for  the  Swedish  Gallery. 

As  he  lacked  samples  of  Cree  por¬ 
traiture,  the  Co-Ordinator  prom¬ 
ised  to  send  him  some  from  the 
Brown  historical  negative  file. 

#m 

"LIFE  WITH  FATHER" 

IN  CALGARY 

We  told  you  in  September  about 
the  play  exchange  being  planned 
between  Edmonton  Community  and 
Calgary  Civic  Theatres.  The  first 
Act  took  place  Nov.  19-20,  when 
Calgary  gave  its  attention  to  the 
northern  visitors'  production  of 
"Life  With  Father".  From  all  ac¬ 
counts,  it  was  thoroughly  enjoy¬ 
ed,  so  Edmonton  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  Calgary's  contribntion, 
probably  "Gaslight",  next  spring. 

m# 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND 


BOARD  INFORMATION 

So  that  you  may  know  who  are 
your  representatives  in  matters 
of  culture  in  Alberta,  we  have: 

On  the  LIBRARY  Board  — 

Miss.  L.  Riley,  Calgary  (Chair.) 
Miss.  M.  Sherlock,  Edmonton 
Miss.  F.  Macleod,  Edmonton 
Mrs.  Helen  Morton,  Vegreville 

D.  R.  Innes,  Edmonton 

For  MUSIC 

H.  G.  Turner,  Edmonton  (  A-Chair.) 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Egbert,  Calgary 
Bishop  Sovereign,  Peace  River 
Clayton  Hare,  Calgary 
R,  S.  Eaton,  Edmonton 

In  ART  and  HANDICRAFTS  — 

H.  G.  Glyde,  Edmonton  (Chain) 

Mrs.  G.  Fleming,  Edmonton 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Wilson,  Calgary 
P.  H.  Henson,  Lethbridge 

E.  E.  Poole,  Edmonton 

And  on  the  DRAMA  front  — 

Alan  Macdonald,  Edmonton  (Chair.) 
Miss.  Betty  Mitchell,  Calgary 
Mrs.  Joan  Hays,  Medicine  Hat 
Gwillym  Edwards,  Calgary 
R.  H.  G.  Orchard,  Edmonton 

And  Us,  of  Course 

The  Co-Ordinator,  Richard  Mac¬ 
Donald,  acts  as  Secretary  to  all 
the  Boards,  the  P.A  B.  included. 

Not  to  forget  his  General  Fac¬ 
totum,  Miss.  Ladler,  and  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Calgary  Office,  Mr. 
Webster  and  Mr.  Dali,  all  of  whom 
are  glad  to  dispense  information 
and  assistance  wherever  it  is 
asked. 

m# 

A  VERY  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR*. 
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"It  is  altogether  too  easy  to  overlook  the 
activities  of  musicians  in  the  smaller  cities 
Nevertheless,  work  of  a  high  calibre  goes  on 
there  too,  and  the  nation  s  cpltural  stature  is 
qqietly  being  raised,  often  without  many  of  us 
in  the  metropolitan  places  hearing  about  it  - 
No  doubt  about  it,  Canada  produces  first  class 
artists  if  she  will  only  recognize  them  " 


John  locom  in  the 
Toronto  Saturday  Night 


ALBERTA  PICTURES  GO  TRAVELLING 


The  Visual  Arts  Board's  second 
project  is  now  under  way,  with  the 
sending  out  of  invitations  for  the 
submission  of  pictures  in  three 
classes  of  oils  for  the  first  of  a 
series  of  travelling  Exhibitions 
by  Alberta  Artists o. 

Films  too 

Co-operation  is  being  extended 
by  the  National  Film  Board,  in  the 
form  of  art  films  to  be  shown  along 
with  the  exhibits.  Sole  charges  will 
be  one-way  express  on  the  pictures  and 
a  small  service  fee  on  the  films. 

North  and  South 

Circuits  will  be  set  up  in  both 
northern  and  southern  Alberta,  and 
we  are  hoping  all  the  province  will 


be  represented  in  each  show 
Full  information  sent  on  request. 

Sponsors  Sought 

If  you  would  like  to  see 
one  of  the  exhibits  displayed 
in  jfour  town  next  fall,  please 
let  us  know  of  any  groups  who 
might  be  willing  to  sponsor  it, 

oOn 

‘BETTER  MUSIC'''  SCHEDULE 

Just  before  Christmas  a 
limited  number  of  a  trial  copy 
of  the  promised  schedule  went 
out  Most  recipients  seemed  to 
like  it  and  hoped  for  another 
when  times  and  programmes 
change 
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MUSIC  SCHEDULE  (cont.) 

As  we  cannot  check  personally 
all  the  listings  sent  us  by  the 
stations,  we'd  appreciate  being 
told  of  any  omissions  or  errors. 

A  few  American  programmes  can 
be  received  direct  from  the  States: 


Mon  . 

6:30 

p.m.  Firestone. 

KOA 

7:00 

p.m.  Telephone  Hour 

KOA 

Tues 

8:45 

p.m.  Detroit  Symph. 

KFBK 

Wed  . 

7:30 

p.m.  J.  Melton. 

KSL 

M.  Willson. 

KFBK 

12:00 

p.m.  Symphony  Halil , 

KSL 

.oOOo 


SO  YOU  THINK 

YOU  CAN  WRITE? 

At  the  request  of  University 
magazine  STET,  this  Department 
sponsored  a  double  contest  in 
January,  prizes  being  awarded  for 
essays  on  "Economic  and  Industrial 
Development  and  Future  in  Alberta" 
and  "Artistic  Opportunities  in 
Alberta"  Winning  articles  will 
appear  in  the  next  issue  of  STET, 
which,  if  the  Christmas  issue  is 
anything  to  go  by,  will  certainly 
be  well  worth  readings 

Two  Bits  and  $225 

The  two  bits  is  for  your  copy 
of  STET,  if  you  will  write  to  Editor 
H  V  Weekes,  Students'  Union,  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Alberta,  Edmonton..  The  $225 
is  prize  money  for  two  new  contests  — 
a  $50  tuition  scholarship  at  Banff 
School  of  Fine  Arts  and  $175  in  cash 
awards 

The  first  is  offered  for  an 
article,  story,  stage  or  radio  play 


WRITING  CONTEST  (cont.) 

dealing  "with  a  western  re¬ 
gional  theme .. biographical  or 
descriptive  of  historical  or 
contemporary  western  life".  Closing 
date  for  this  one  is  June  1st. 

How  About  Play-Writing? 

The  second  is  more  remunerative 

« 

but  a  little  less  inspiring,  "Town 
Planning  to  Meet  Alberta's  Present 
and  Future  Problems".  You've  got 
till  August  15th  for  this.  Full 
information  on  both  these  contests 
can  be  secured  from  Mr.  Weekes. 

$250  more  is  offered  in  the  form 
of  ?Jestern  Canada  Theatre  Conference 
Annual  Awards  to  Playwrights  -• 
three  awards  for  original  one-act 
plays,  and  an  extra  one  if  the  setting 
is  Canadian,,  No  restriction  as  to 
'subject,  closing  date  May  1st.  Fur 
ther  information  from  this  office  or 
Miss  Betty  Mitchell,  Suite  2,  Braeside 
Lodge,  Calgary 

oOo . 

PLEASE,  WEATHERMAN’ 

Once  again  we're  braving  the  vagarie 
of  our  sunny  Alberta  weather  and  outlin¬ 
ing  a  Spring  Tour  for  the  University 
Mixed  Chorus  Mro  Eaton's  singing 
students  are  unusually  fine  this  year, 
and  have  already  given  half  a  dozen 
concerts  in  Edmonton  and  Calgary  and 
over  the  C.B.C. 

Eight  Lucky  Towns 

Barring  floods  (and  do  we  ever 
remember  last  year's  )  the  Chorus  is 
so  far  booked  into  Didsbury,  High  River, 
Blairmore,  Pincher  Creek,  Cardston, 
Raymond,  Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat, 
the  tour  commencing  May  2nd. 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  A  VERY  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 
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MIXED  CHORUS  (cont.) 

We  think  the  Choir's  hosts  will 
be  amply  repaid  for  their  sponsor¬ 
ship,  and  their  audiences  for  their 
attendance. 

.oOoc 

COX,  BREECHES 

AND  A  WHITE  MAN 

No,  that's  not  double-talk,  but 
the  line-up  for  the  University  Pro¬ 
vincial  Players'  tour  this  summer . 

The  three  plays  they  have  chosen  offer 
good  variety,  well  presented  —  we 
know,  because  we  had  a  preview  early 
in  March. 

Victorian  &  Modern 

The  last  century  is  represented 
by  the  light-hearted  farce  "Box  and 
Cox",  which  is  particularly  well  done. 
The  other  two  are  Alberta  plays,  Elsie 
Park  Cowan's  "Breeches  from  Bond  Street 
and  Ro  H.  G.  Orchard's  "White  Man  and 
the  Mountain",  an  experiment  in  drama, 
ballet  and  music. 

Outlining  of  the  tour  isn't  under 
way  yst,  and  we'd  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  interested  sponsors,  particularly 
in  towns  where  the  Players  appeared 
two  years  ago. 

.oOoo 

MISCELLANY 

ITEM:  To  A.  E.  Graham  of  Coleman, 
Alberta  Drama  League  President,  our 
congratulations  on  receiving  the 
Canadian  Drama  Award  "for  outstand¬ 
ing  efforts  in  advancement  of 
Canadian  Drama"  during  the  past 
thirty  years . 


MISCELLANY  (cont.) 

ITEM:  To  the  Calgary  Branch 
of  the  Canadian  Handicrafts  Guild, 
recognition  of  their  generosity 
in  donating  or  lending  to  the 
Allied  Arts  Centre  at  the  Coste 
House  over  $500  worth  of  looms, 
weaving  frames  and  other  craft 
equipment. 


ITEM:  To  Mixed  Chorus  Master 
Richard  Eaton,  welcome  as  the  new 
Chairman  of  the  Alberta  Music 
Board . 


ITEM:  To  HIGHLIGHTS,  official 
paper  of  the  Alberta  Society  of 
Artists  (Editor  J.  M.  Nicoll,  The 
Coste  House,  Calgary),  felicitations 
on  a  most  attractive  Christmas  issue, 

•  0 

ITEM:  To  the  Clare sholm  LOCAL 
PRESS,  Grande  Prairie  HERALD-TRIBUNE, 
High  River  TIMES,  Medicine  Hat  DAILY 
NEWS,  Wetaskiwin  TIMES  and  Radio 
Station  CFGP,  our  appreciation  for 
the  publicity  they  have  given  to  the 
work  of  their  local  libraries. 


ITEM:  To  Calgary  Tech  Instructor 

Stanford  Perrott,  our  thanks  for  his 
liaison  work  between  the  Visual  Arts 
Board  and  Calgary  Art  groups. 


ITEM:  To  the  Lethbridge  Branch, 
Federation  of  Canadian  Artists,  plaudits 
for  the  19-picture  exhibition  arranged 
for  Coleman  recently. 


.oOo. 
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NOT  WITHOUT  HONOUR 

"Joint  violin  and  piano  reci¬ 
tals  that  are  distinctive  for  good 
individual  performances  and  smooth 
collaboration. " 

Calgary  Plugs 

The  above  quotation  was  taken 
from  the  same  article  as  that  at 
the  head  of  this  quarter's  Nev/s 
Letter,  and  refers  to  the  concert 
series  presented  in  January  in 
Eastern  Canada  and  the  Maritime s 
by  our  own  Clayton  Hare  and 
Dorothy  Swetnam,  their  third 
such  tour.  Mr.  locom  went  on 
to  say,  regarding  the  Mount  Royal 
Symphony,  "It  is  musical  endeavours 
such  as  Hare's  that  make  Calgary 
a  better  place  for  young  people  to 
grow  up  in." 

The  Prophets 

Despite  north-south  rivalry, 
Alberta  as  a  province  can  be  proud 
of  such  well-earned  praise.  But 
Mr,  Hare  was  not  the  first  -  what 
became  of  Calgary's  earlier  artistic 
"prophets"?  ^'>'here  are  Garbovitsky, 
di  Rimanoczy,  Galperin?  They  were 
certainly  not  without  honour  -  but 
they  went  to  Vancouver  and  Seattle. 

A  Question 

What  are  we  doing,  what  are  we 
going  to  do,  to  build  a  future  right 
here  in  Alberta  attractive  enough 
to  persuade  good  teachers  in  every 
field,  with  their  talented  pupils, 
to  remain  in  the  Province,  and  to 
give  the  world  and  us  of  their  gifts 
FROM  ALBERTA? 


MAILING  LIST  — - 

The  growth  of  our  mailing  list 
during  the  past  three  years  now 
suggests  the  advisability  of  both 
checking  on  its  accuracy  and  dividing 
it  into  categories  in  line  with  the 
several  sections  of  our  work.  In 
this  way  we  hope  to  give  better  service 
to  our  readers. 

On  the  back  page  of  this  issue  you 
will  find  a  brief  and  convenient  form. 
Please  help  us  by  filling  it  in  and 
returning  it  when  you've  finished 
reading  the  News. 

.oOo . 

—  AND  CORRESPONDENCE 

From  time  to  time  (but  not  nearly 
as  frequently  as  we’d  like)  we  receive 
letters  from  our  readers  commenting 
on  the  contents  of  the  News  Letter. 

One  writer  from  High  River  told  us 
about  bands  in  the  Old  Country;  anothe 
mentioned  having  conductor  Hans  Kindle 
as  a  fellow-student  in  Holland. 

Re  'Music  on  the  Hoof 

"Eln  route  to  my  classes",  wrote 
Mrs,  D.  J,  Myers  of  Medicine  Hat,  "I 
used  to  stop  at  the  little  district 
schools  for  perhaps  half  an  hour.  The 
teacher  had  prepared  her  class  ahead  w 
words,  story,  etc.  of  song  to  be  studi 
I  played  for  the  teacher,  leaving  her 
free  to  direct  the  children.  I  took 
my  rhythm  instruments  with  me  and  we 
introduced  music  appreciation  for 
all  ages.  For  concert  community 
singing  v;e  taught  the  youngsters  many 
classics  by  rote.  The  night  of  the 
concert  they  acted  as  impromptu 
group  leaders" 


.oOo. 


.oOo. 
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SUGGESTED  FOR 

LIBRARY  BOARDS 

That  they  read  the  Canadian 
Litrary  Association  Bulletin  account 
of  Windsor's  '"KNOW  YOUR  LIBRARY' 

Week"  -  "A  concerted  and  united  effort 
to)  make  every  man  and  woman  feel 
hs  is  missing  something  by  not  having 
and  using  (his)  public  Library.".  Copies 
^ill  he  supplied  from  this  office  on  reques 


That  they  write  to  the  CBC  for 
programmes  of  the  Saturday  ni^t 
(5:30  p.m.  Dominion  Network)  CUCKOO 
3L0CK  HOUSE,  dramatizing  chi;}.dren's 
books . 


That  they  apply  to  London's  (Ont.) 
hablic  Library  Film  Department  for  FREE 
READING  FOR  ALL,  a  colour  film  available 
"ree  of  charge  to  any  group  or  library, 
jost  of  transportation  paid  by  borrower. 


That  they  copy  Vegreville's  public¬ 
izing  book  jackets  and  markers,  paid  for 
yy  local  advertisers. 


.oOo. 


CHORAL  AIDS 


'Reading  for  Choral  Technique  and 
Interpretation",  "Anthems"  and  "Secular 
Choral  Compositions"  are  three  lists 
available  on  request  from  the  University's 
Music  Department,  reports  Mr.  Eaton. 

Sample  Scores 

Are  also  available,  to  afford  choir 
conductors  some  idea  of  a  selection  be¬ 
fore  ordering  from  the  publisher.  Scores 
are,  however,  lent  only  for  information, 
not  for  use,  and  must  returned  to 
the  University. 


.oOo. 


CALGARY  SHOWS  EDMONTON 

ITS  'ANGEL  STREET' 

Second  half  of  the  double  feature 
bill  that  started  in  November  when 
Edmonton  Community  Theatre  took 
"Life  with  Father"  to  Calgary  is 
scheduled  for  25th-26th  March,  when 
Calgary  Civic  Theatre  brings  "Angel 
Street"  (sometimes  called  "Gaslight") 
to  the  north  city.  This  experiment 
was  arranged  through  the  Drama  Board, 
and  we  hope  some  of  our  readers  will 
be  on  hand  for  it. 


.oOo. 


$1,440,000 

FOR  CULTURE 

That  was  the  Government  grant 
received  by  the  Arts  Coioncil  of  Great 
Britain  in  1947.  Such  assistance 
made  possible,  among  other  projects, 
the  sponsorship  of  45  drama  companies, 
the  presentation  of  95  exhibitions  of 
paintings  and  plastic  arts . 

Festival  of  Britain  1951 

Interest  in  the  arts  is  growing 
steadily  throughout  Britain o  Attend¬ 
ance  has  gone  up  40%  at  the  Royal  Opera 
House;  25%  at  Sadler's  Wells,  The  Arts 
Council  is  presently  organizing  its 
biggest  project  yet  London's  eight- 
week  Festival  of  Arts',  of  music, 
opera,  ballet,  theatre,  which  will  form 
part  of  the  tremendous  Festival  of 
Britain  planned  for  1951 

oOo^ 


LIBRARIES  (now  71) 

Greeting  to  new  libraries  at  Elk 
Point,  Galahad  and  Provost,  and  our 
condolences  to  Willingdon,  whose  2,000- 
volume  library  was  destroyed  last  month 
by  fire 


oOo 


T.CoA.  FLIES 

A  CONTRIBUTION 

Co-operating  with  the  Edinburgh 
Festival  Society,  T.  C.  A.  recently 
flew  in  first  news  of  the  Third 
International  Festival  of  Music 
and  Drama,  to  be  held  in  Scotland 
August  21-September  11,  1949. 

Verdi  and  Goethe 

Great  and  familiar  names  again 
are  the  order  of  the  day  —  con¬ 
ductors  Bloch,  Ansermet,  Beecham, 
Walter,  Kubelik;  violist  Primrose; 
pianist  Serkin;  soprano  Welitsch; 
tenor  Schiotz;  seven  orchestras, 
including  the  Royal  Philharmonic; 
Glyndebourne  Opera  Company,  with 
Verdi's  "Masked  Ball"  added  to 
last  year's  Mozart  fare.  Celebra¬ 
tion  this  time  is  the  bi- centenary 
of  Goethe's  birth,  with  Dusseldorf 
Theatre  Company  engaged  for  per¬ 
formances  of  "Faust". 

Full  information  may  be  secured 
from  Canadian  Headquarters,  400 
Elm  Avenue,  Montreal. 

Transportation  of  publicity 
material  is  being  donated  by  T.C.A. 
How  about  flying  over  in  August? 


oOo 


CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES  NEWS 


Legislativ^Bund?n?'^pr''\°^  Economic  Affairs,  Cultural  Activities  Branch, 

n  ^  f ’  Edmonton .  For  all  who  are  interested  in  the  progress  of 

Music,  Drama,  Art,  Handicrafts  and  Libraries,  especially  in  our  own  Province 
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greetings  y/ITH  VARIATIONS 


March,  1950 


'Elstener ,  whether  old  or  young. 

Pretty,  plain,  well-known,  unsungj 
Vfhether  you  hear  with  inner  ear. 

With  seasoned  or  beginner  ear; 

Whether  you  sing  or  fiddle  best. 

Or  listen  in  the  Middle  West; 

Whether  you  go  for  Robert  Schumann, 

Lily  Pons  or  Margaret  Truman; 

Secular  cant,  liturgical  chant. 

Songs  of  the  West  as  well  as  Levant  — 
Know  that  we  wish  you  exceeding  well. 
Reception  as  clear  as  the  clearest  bell; 
Music  evocative,  lyric,  dramatic, 

^d  everything  else  excepting  static; 

Listener,  may  you  have  a  year 

Rich  in  riches  and  health  and  cheer; 

Free  of  annoyances  and  harms. 

Loaded  with  Beethoven  and  Brahms; 

If  liie's  full  of  tunes  you  hate. 

Take  it  easy;  sit  and  wait; 

Just  be  stoic,  and  still  stoic-er  — 
There  is  always  the  Eroica*. " 


Norman  Corwin 


WITH  MR  CORWIN'S  PERMISSION 

Listeners  to  the  Philharmonic -Sym¬ 
phony’s  broadcast  New  Year's  Day  will 
probably  find  this  month's  quotation 
has  a  familiar  ring  Norman  Corwin 
was  James  Fassett's  quest  in  the  Green 
Room  on  CBS  that  day,  and  delivered 
his  clever  and  laconic  "Greetings  with 
Variations"  to  musicians,  composers, 
critics  and  audience  alike  .  We  were 
very  pleased  to  secure  a  copy,  and  to 
be  permitted  to  quote  a  portion  of  it 

HU 


AND  SO  —  THE  D.,D»Fo 

Every  week  now  bring  new  aspirants 
to  the  honour  of  competing  in  Calgary  s 
Dominion  Drama  Festival  finals  in  May 

Not  until  April  2nd,  when  the  West 
ern  Executive  meets  to  discuss  the  de 
tailed  report  of  Regional  Adjudicator 
Maxwell  Wray ,  covering  festivals  in  12 
regions  across  Canada,  will  the  names 
be  revealed  of  the  8  plays  chosen  for 
DDF  presentation. 


In  the  meantime,  we  do  Imow  festival 
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THE  D  D  F  (cont  ) 


Box  Office 


results  in  the  four  Western  regions 
B  G  ‘  s  honours  were  carried  off  by- 
Sydney  Risk's  Everyman  Theatre,  with 
their  production  of  "Noah".  The  fol¬ 
lowing  week,  Betty  Mitchell  and  Cal¬ 
gary's  WORKSHOP  14  won  the  Alberta 
crown  for  the  third  year  running  (see 
page  7),  with  Sheridan's  "The  Rivals". 

A  French  Entry 


Ticket  prices  for  the  DDF  have  now 
been  set,  and  range  from  fel  to  $3  a 
seat,  and  from  $6  to  $20  the  series 
Staged  in  the'  Grand  Theatre,  Calgary, 

2  matinees  and  6  evening  performances 
will  be  presented  during  the  week  of 
May  8-13,  all  full-length  plays 

Inquiries  concerning  tickets  may  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  may  we 
suggest  that  you  do  it  now? 


Regina's  Canadian  Legion  Players, 
under  the  direction  of  Bill  Reid,  won 
the  Saskatchewan  festival  with  "Pre¬ 
sent  Laughter",  by  Noel  Coward,  while 
the  west's  only  French  entry  received 
the  Manitoba  award  This  was  "L'Avare", 
presented  by  Pauline  Boutal's  Cercle 
Moliere,  a  veteran  DDF  participant. 

Calgary  Festival  Committee 

In  charge  of  the  myriad  details  in 
Calgary  are  the  follov;ing; 


R  L  Bailey  Committee  Chairman 

George  Crawford  Deputy  Chairman 

Mrs  Msjry  Dover  Vice-Chairman  (Re¬ 

ception  &  Entertainment) 
Miss  Betty  Mitchell  Vice-Chairman 

(Theatre) 

Reg  Tanner  Finance  Chairman 

F  G  Cooper  Campaign  Manager 

(Finance) 

Gwillym  Edwards  Finance  Committee 

Mrs  Edwina  Milvain  Billeting  Chairman 


Ed  Sully 
Mrs  N  Dingle 
Miss  Clara  Berke 
A1  Robinson 
Mrs  G  Townsend 

Bert  Cairns 

Doug  Doherty 
Mrs  T  Snelgrove 

Bob  Gibb 
Frank  G].enfield 
2209 -24th  St  W 


Billeting  Co-Chairman 
Costume  Committee 
Property  Committee 
Technics.1  Committee 
Information,  Regis¬ 
tration  Chairman 
Public  Relations 
Chairman 
House  Manager 
Calgary  Civic 

Theatre 

Treasurer 
Secretary 
,  CALGARY 


m# 

A  BUMPER  YEAR  FOR  LIBRARIES 

1949  saw  the  greatest  library  expan 
Sion  yet,  when  we  wound  up  with  a  to¬ 
tal  of  86  Public  Libraries,  marking  an 
increase  of  l6  over  1948  Since  Decem¬ 
ber's  News  Letter  we  have  to  report  no 
less  than  eight  new  libraries,  from  a 
new  bi-lingual  one  in  Morinville  to  the 
7th  H3A- sponsored  library  in  Turin 
Local  HSA  groups  are  responsible  also 
for  the  libraries  started  in  Acme  and 
Sundial,  while  the  WI  is  in  the  lead 
again  with  its  14th  and  15th,  in  Sundre 
and  Carstairs  respectively 

The  other  two  communities  whose  ser 
vice  is  now  authorized  are  Lament  and 
Amisk  ,  In  addition,  we  must  congratu¬ 
late  Calgary  Public  Library  on  its  4th 
branch,  recently  opened  in  Glengarry 

Commendation 

This  winter,  new  grant  regulations 
were  in  effect,  and  we  should  like  to 
give  particular  commendation  to  the  of 
ficers  of  the  public  libraries  in  Elk 
Point,  Edson  and  Coaldale  for  the  care 
they  took  in  the  preparation  and  pre 
sentation  of  their  applications  .  It 
was  a  pleasure  to  deal  with  them^.  The 
average  grant  paid  to  libraries  for 
1949  was  $  180  Maximum  payable  is  §350 

MM 
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B  G  LIKES  ALBERTA  ART 


And  in  the  South 


The  Southern  Art  Display  went  up  to 
Dawson  Creek,  B.C.,  early  in  January, 
as  the  starting  point  of  the  Northern 
Circuit.  Our  good  friend.  Mis  Quinsey, 
of  the  B.G.  Public  Librar;/  Connission, 
Sent  us  tne  following  ccnnents 

A  Cafeteria  Art  Gallery 

"The  paintings  were  hung  in  the  Ca¬ 
feteria  of  the  High  School,  amid  great 
sxcitenent  fron  the  students.  ffe\ad 
ntuch  help  and  advice  The  enthusiasm 
o:  these  teen-agers  is  wonderful,  and 
their  comments  are  so  uni.nhibitedl 

"After  the  noon  meal  each  da;;*'  chairs 
and  tables  were  removed,  and  the  Cafe¬ 
teria  transformed  into  e  wonderful  Art 
Gallery.  The  exhibition  was  open  from 
Mondaj^  to  Friday,  from  7  to  9  in  the 
evening.  Actually,  visitors  came  at 
axj.  hours;  the  doors  were  never  closed 
before  9:30  or  10:00  and  the  students 
same  in  between  periods  to  see  the 
paintings. 

Fort  St.  John's  Interest 

" f ne  teachers  at  the  school  served 
as  unofficial  supervisors  There  were 
more  visitors  this  time,  and  I'm  sure 
every  one  of  the  300  students  saw  the 
pictures,  too,  and  some  were  regular 
visitors  during  the  week  Several  en¬ 
thusiasts  have  suggested  that  we  take 
acvantage  of  our  in-'oetween-ness  and 
try  to  obtain  a  display  from  U  B  C. 

Mr  Murray  of  Fort  St." John  wrote  to 
ask  us  to  bring  the  exhibition  there, 
bjt  it  was  not  possible  with  the  sche¬ 
dule  already  arranged 

"Thank  you  again.  ITe  certairhly  en¬ 
joyed  it  " 

By  March  the  display  will  be  on  its 
way  to  Peace  Paver,  McLennan,  High 
r'rairie,  Faust,  Kinuso,  Slave  Lake  and 
Athaoasca,  a  total  of  15  communities 


The  Northern  Art  Display  started  its 
tour  of  Southern  Alberta  in  February, 
at  aledicine  Hat  During  March  and  April 
it  will  be  visiting  Coaldale,  Milk  Ri 
ver,  Magrath,  Lethbridge,  Coleman  and 
Blairmore  ,  Other  points  have  yet  to  be 
pranged  ffe  are  sorry  the  Coutts  show¬ 
ing  March  14th  had  to  be  cancelled  be¬ 
cause  of  the  roads,  and  hope  they  will 
be  able  to  h.ave  a  display  later  on 

Travelled  Trunks 

The  Northern  Handicraft  Demonstration 
Trunk  is  accompanying  the  Art  Display 

tour  of  the  Peace  River  District, 
wnile  the  South  Trunk  spent  a  month  vi- 
siting  WI  groups  in  Spring  Coulee,  Ray¬ 
mond,  New  Dayton,  Warner,  Milk  River  & 
Coutts.  It  will  be  in  Lethbridge  and 
Coaldale  with  the  Art  Display 


WAIiTSD  —  ONE-ACT  PLAYS 


Word  has  just  been  received  of  the 
1950  Western  Canada  Theatre  Conference 
"Awards  to  Canadian  Playwrights".  Four 
prizes  totalling  $250  will  be  given  for 
original  one-act  plays  on  any  topic, 
closing  day  May  1st,  1950 

Full  details  may  ’oe  secured  from  the 
WCTu  Secretary,  K  W  Gordon,  University 
of  Saskatchewan,  SASKATOON,  but  entries 
from  Alberta  must  be  sent  to  this  of 
fice,  as  the  Co-Ordinator  is  the  pro 
vincial  representative  this  year 

Ottawa,  Too 

There  is  also  still  tine  to  enter  a 
One-Act  Stage  Play  in  the  three-prize 
$250  Ottawa  Drama  League  Workshop  con 
test,  which  closes  March  31st,  1950 
Details  from  the  chairman,  Mrs  Roy  M 
Watt,  244  Powell  Avenue,  OTTAWA 


MISCELLANY 

ITEM;  We  have  just  received  some  de 
tails  of  the  Canada  Theatre  Conference 
programme  scheduled  for  D  .D  .F  .  week  in 
Calgary  It  will  include  two  interest¬ 
ing  exhibitions,  one  on  "25  Years  of 
Stage  Design",  by  Donald  Oenslager, 
and  the  otheh,  prepared  by  the  Provin¬ 
cial  institute  of  Technology  &  Art,  on 
"Costume  Design"  A  series  of  lectures 
will  also  be  given  by  Kathleen  Ortmans 
of  Vancouver,  on  "Creative  Dramatics 
for  Children" 

#  # 

ITEM:  We  were  delighted  to  receive  a 
copy  of  the  "Story  of  Macleod",  which 
was  prepared  and  illustrated  by  the 
Macleod  Sketch  Club  for  the  75th  Anni¬ 
versary  Celebration  last  year  of  old 
yort  Macleod  The  Sketch  Club’s  mentor 
is  Miss  Annora  Brown,  one  of  Southern 
Alberta’s  best  known  artists,  and  mem¬ 
bers  "range  in  age  from  eleven-year- 
olds  to  grandmothers" 

ITEM:  A  new  Syllabus  for  Violincello, 
prepared  for  the  Western  Board  of  Music 
by  Harcourt  Smith,  of  Edmonton,  is  an¬ 
nounced  by  Board  Chairman  R„S.  Eaton, 
■’’nterested  teachers  may  write  to  Mr  . 
Eaton  at  the  University . 

#  # 

ITEIA;  Verdi  lovers  will  enjoy  Colum¬ 
bia’s  production  of  "Traviata" ,  called 
"The  Lost  One  "  With  judicious  commen¬ 
tary  in  English,  the  original  libretto 
and  music  are  almost  intact,  and  pro¬ 
fit  neatly  by  the  more  detailed  action 
and  wider  sets  made  possible  on  the 
screen  The  Italian  film  "Before  Him 
All  Rome  Trembled"  (English  sub-titles) 
has  40  minutes  of  Puccini's  "Tosca"  in¬ 
terwoven  as  part  of  the  plot , 

#  # 


ITEM:  Medicine  Hat  Public  Library  is 
now  planning  to  extend  its  services  to 
include  a  library  of  recorded  music, 
which  will  provide  opportunities  for 
music  appreciation  We  were  pleased  to 
l.earn  that  Raymond,  one  of  the  best  of 
Alberta’s  town  libraries,  also  stocks 
recordings  for  the  use  of  its  patrons  . 

ITEM;  We  are  interested  to  learn  of 
the  special  exhibit  to  be  shown  March 
20-21  by  Vermilion's  Canadian  Club  — 
a  display  of  25  Silk  Screen  reproduc¬ 
tions  of  Canadian  paintings  A  speak¬ 
er  is  also  being  arranged  for, 

#  # 

ITEM:  A  reminder  to  our  authors  and 
songwriters  that'  the  National  Five  Arts 
Award  contest  will  not  close  till  April 
30th,  1950.  Five  categories:  Popular 
song;  Full  length  play;  Motion  picture 
synopsis;  Radio  Script;  Short  story. 
Six  cash  awards,  totalling  $5,000,  in 
EACH  sectiono  Full  details  from  us . 

ITETA:  We  have  just  been  Informed  that 
May  30- June  2  are  the  dates  set  for  the 
1-950  Library  Short  Course,  to  be  held 
in  Edmonton  .  Travelling  expenses  of  li 
brarians  attending  from  centres  north 
of  Calgary  will  be  paid  by  the  Alberta 
Library  Association  through  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  Government.  Details  from 
this  office 

#  # 

ITEM:  Calgary  Symphony  Orchestra  ex¬ 
tended  its  touring  just  before  Christ¬ 
mas  to  include  a  very  enjoyable  pro¬ 
gramme  at  Lacombe's  Canadian  Union  Col¬ 
lege  We're  hoping  it  may  be  possible 
for  Mr  Hare  and  the  Orchestra  to  give 
an  Edmonton  concert  before  long. 

#  # 
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EIGHT  TOWNS  FOR  THE  CHORUS 
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That  Edniontonlans  and  Calgarians  are 
mutually  aware  of  the  uniform  excel-, 
lence  of  the  University  Mixed  Chorus 
was  more  than  evident  during  the  course 
of  the  group's  Sixth  Spring  Season  of 
five  concerts,  presented  early  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  Full  houses  of  music  lovers  in 
both  cities  applauded  the  completely 
new  programme  prepared  by  Mr  Eaton  and 
his  choristers,  and  encored  with  such 
delightful  favourites  as  "Alouette" 


Tour  Preparations 
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Details  of  the  1950  Spring  Tour  are 
practically  complete  The  Chorus  is  to 
visit  seven  old  friends;  Didsbury,  Med 
icine  Hat,  Lethbridge,  Macleod,  Blair 
more,  Fincher  Greek  an.d  High  River;  in 
addition,  the  town  of  Brooks  wants  to 
have  a  concert.  May  3rd  to  1 1th  are  the 
dates  arranged,  so  keep  them  in  mind 
if  you  live  in  the  vicinity  of  any  of 
the  Chorus  towns 


MB 


more  contest  news 
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A  most  attractive  set  of  awards  is 
being  offered  by  the  0  Keefe  Brewing 
Co  of  Toronto,  "  to  encourage  fine  art 
by  providing,  on  a  national  scale,  a 
strong  incentive  for  its  creation  by 
Canadian  artists;  to  award  scholar 
Ships  to  promising  art  students  to  en 


able  them  to  further  their  training; 
and  to  provide  the  encouragement  which 
Will  develop  more  Canadian  artists  of 
a  high  calibre " 


"Canada  Unlimited" 


For  18  paintings  (oils  or  water  col 
Ours  only ) ,  Canadian  in  theme  or  inter¬ 
preting  the  thought  and  spirit  implied 
in  the  phrase  "Canada  Unlimited",  the 
Company  will  award  a  total  of  $5,250  in 
scholarships  Artists  between  17  and  30 
are  invited  to  submit  ONE  picture,  un- 
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O’KEEFE  AWARDS  (cont  ) 

framed,  to  the  Laing  Galleries,  Toron 
to,  not  later  than  May  5th.  Applica 
tion  forms  must  be  received  by  The  Di 
rector,  O’Keefe's  Art  Awards,  47  Fraser 
Avenue,  TORONTO,  by  April  15th 


Forms  and  regulations  may  be  secured 
from  the  Director,  or  this  office 

ffm 

ITEM:  The  new  oil  village  of  Devon, 
we  learned  last  month,  is  already  sup 
porting  an  active  library.  Not  yet  or¬ 
ganized  under  the  Public  Libraries  Act, 
it  has  been  in  operation  since  last 
November,  with  a  membership  of  I40 

$600  IN  ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 

The  Visual  Arts  Board  is  very  pleased 
to  announce  its  own  1950  Scholarship  Com 
petition,  made  possible  by  donations  to 
the  Board  s  scholarship  fund. 

Closing  Date,  June  30th 

Art  entries  in  any  medium  will  be  ac 
cepted  from  Albertans  between  15  and 
25,  to  be  judged  in  open  competition 
for  three  $100  scholarships;  the  Henry 
Birks,  Nickle  and  Poole  awards. 

Similar  prizes  have  been  made  avail 
able  for  open  competition  in  three  ca 
tegories  of  craft  work,  with  no  age  re 
strictions  $100  scholarships  will  be 
given  in  Leathercraft  (Herron  award) , 
Weaving  (Van  Delinder  award)  and  Cera 
mics  (Reeve  award) 

Full  information  and  entry  forms  ma,y 
be  secured  from  the  Cultural  Activities 
Office,  Legislative  Building,  EDMONTON; 
or  Department  of  Economic  Affairs,  128 
Seventh  4venue,  West,  CALGARY 


MUSIC  BRIEFS 

We  received  word  just  before  Christ¬ 
mas  that  Vancouver's  First  .Symposium 
of  Canadian  Contemporary  Music  would 
be  postponed  until  March  12-15-  We  do 
not  know  what  Alberta  works  may  be  per¬ 
formed,  but  the  Music  Board,  which  was 
asked  to  compile  a  brief  History  of  Mu¬ 
sic  in  Alberta,  uncovered  quite  an  in¬ 
teresting  picture  of  our  musical  devel¬ 
opment  during  the  past  50  years. 

Extension  Courses 

Two  short  courses  in  music  have  been 
arranged  by  the  University's  Extension 
Department c  Edmonton  is  getting  a  ten- 
week  series  of  lectures  in  Music  Appre¬ 
ciation,  which  began  Monday,  February 
20th c  Red  Deer's  Junior  High  School  is 
the  scene  of  the  second,  ten  weeks  of 
Choral  Leadership  classes,  which  began 
Monday,  February  27th,  under  Mr,  Eaton. 
His  assistant,  Arthur  Crighton,  is  in 
charge  of  the  Edmonton  course, 

Calgary  to  Bermuda 

Not  content  with  an  Eastern  Canadian 
concert  tour,  Calgary  violinist  Clayton 
Hare  and  his  accompanist  wife  Dorothy 
Swetnam  have  arranged  to  give  several 
concerts  in  Bermuda  this  month.  We  wish 
them  a  very  successful  trip. 

Ballet  Film 

Robert  Helpmann,  of  "Red  Shoes"  fame, 
is  the  narrator  in  "Steps  of  the  Bal¬ 
let",  a  National  Film  Board  release 
that  tells  the  story  of  the  production 
of  a  ballet  "from  first  positions  to 
finished  performance  "  Also  available 
from  NFB  is  the  Bell  Singers'  "Choral 
Concert"  of  folk  songs. 

P  S  No  Alberta  winners  in  the  CBC's 
Songwriting  Contest,  and  only  two  West¬ 
erners,  both  B.C.  entries- 
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BANFF  SCHOOL  OF  FINE  ARTS 

The  preliminary  announcement  of  the 
Banff  School's  1950  activities  lists  a 
Special.  Course  in  Singing,  to  be  given 
July  3-29  by  Dr  Ernesto  Vinci.  .  Regu 
lar  courses  in  Ballet,  Pianoforte  and 
Choral  Music  will  be  presented  from 
July  11  to  August  19 

Art  and  Radio 

Two  other  Special  Courses  will  be 
given  at  Banff  .  In  charge  of  a  Short 
Course  in  Painting,  June  26  to  July  9, 
will  be  H  G .  Clyde  and  W  J  Phillips 
During  the  same  period,  Gibson  Parker 
Senior  Producer  of  England's  BBGt  will- 
deliver  a  series  of  lectures  in  Radio 
Writing  and  Technique  . 

Courses  are  also  provided  for  those 
interested  in  Theatre,  Photography, 
French,  Playwriting,  Weaving,  Leather- 
craft  and  other  craftwork .  Details 
from  the  Director,  Department  of  Exten 
Sion,  University  of  Alberta,  EDMONTON 

MM 

ITEf/l:  The  Children's  Book  Display  is 
back  from  Dawson  Creek,  Grande  Prairie, 
Fairview,  Athabasca  and  Westlock.  and 
will  shortly  go  out  on  the  road  again,. 

MM 

1950  LIBRARY  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Once  again,  the  Government  has  made 
available  to  the  Alberta  Library  Board 
the  sum  of  §1000,  to  provide  scholar 
ships  for  students  wishing  to  attend 
Library  School  Four  §250  awards  will 
be  made  to  Alberta  residents  under  35, 
who  hold  a  University  degree,  and  are 
willing  to  return  to  the  Province  to 
work  Closing  date.  May  Ist,  1950 
Full  information  from  any  Public  Tp 
brary  or  this  office  . 

MM 
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REGIONAL  FESTIVAL  ECHOES 

Not  only  was  the  1950  Alberta  Drama 
Festival  most  suocessful  artistically, 
but  it  certainly  was  financially  too. 

And  the  enthusiasm  of  the  full  houses, 
despite  lengthy  performances,  was  in  no 
small  measure  due  to  the  showmanship  of 
the  adjudicator,  London  producer  Max¬ 
well  Wraye  Mr.  Wray's  comments  on  each 
performance,  delivered  in  an  easy,  hu¬ 
morous  style,  proved  both  interesting 
and  instructive. 

Programme  Contrast 

Of  the  six  plays  the  local  judges  saw 
before  Christmas,  the  three  picked  for 
Regional  presentation  were: 

Calgary  Civic  Theatre  :  "Laura" 

Calgary  WORKSHOP  I4  :  "The  Rivals" 

Edmonton  Studio  Players:  "Henry  IV"  ' 

These  offered  an  excellent  contrast  of 
comedy  and  tragedy,  of  costume  and  modern 
dress,  of  stylised  and  ornate  sets. 

Hat  Trick? 

With  the  experience  gained  from  two 
previous  years'  attendance  at  the  DDF, 
it  was  not  surprising  that  Betty  Mit¬ 
chell's  WORIiSHOP  14  should  once  again 
win  the  major  laurels.  Their  well- 
sustained  presentation  of  Sheridan's 
"Rivals",  aided  by  the  award-winning 
performance  of  Ed  Holmes  as  Sir  Anthony 
Absolute,  was  much  enjoyed  by  the  audi¬ 
ence,  in  spite  of  the  play's  length. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this 
Calgary  entry  reaches  the  standard  of 
the  rest  of  Canadian  Amateur  Drama,  and 
so  earns  the  right  to  represent  Alberta 
for  the  third  successive  year.  We'll  be 
pull  ins'  for  them  hard  to  win  a  place  — 
we  know  they'll  carry  our  colours  well. 

The  festival  award  for  the  best  female 
performace  went  to  Eleanor  Lawson  for 
her  portrayal  of  Laura  in  the  Civic 


Theatre  play.  1950  was  certainly  Cal- 
gary's  year,  but,  instead  of  stressing 
the  competitive  side,  we'd  much  rather 
commend  all  those  who  entered  subre— 
S^^ual  and  regional  events,  for  their 
contribution  to  amateur  theatre  in  Al¬ 
berta, 

UM 

CENTRAL  ALBERTA  ART  CIRCUIT 

A  third  circuit  is  presently  being 
set  up  in  the  centre  of  the  province, 
and  a  new  display  is  ready  to  be  sent 
out  over  it,  As  in  the  case  of  the  two 
previous  ©jdiibitions,  28  pictures  by 
AlDerta  ajrtists  are  included  ih  this 
one,  and  it  is  available  for  a  week's 
showing  to  any  community  between  Ed¬ 
monton  and  Caigary.  One-way  transpor¬ 
tation  charges  between  towns  will  be 
the  only  expense  to  the  sponsor. 

A  Variety  of  Hosts 

Quite  a  number  of  different  groups 
have  shown  the  Visual  Arts  Board's 
displays  so  far.  Not  only  the  WI,  the 
lODE  and  the  HSA,  which  can  always  be 
counted  on,  but  also  the  local  Board 
of  Trade,  Film  Council,  Art  Club  and 
Public  Library,  plus  an  occasional 
church  organization.  Sometimes  a  spe 
cial  committee  has  been  set  up. 

So  far  scheduled  to  see  the  Third 
Exhibit  are  the  communities  of  Wetas 
kiwin,  Olds,  Red  Deer,  Sylvan  Lake, 
Didsbury,  Innisfail  and  Erskine,  Any 
other  centres  interested  are  invited 
to  let  us  know  the  best  dates  for  the 
pictures  to  visit  them,  from  July  on 

#m 

ITEM:  The  Alberta  Library  Board  re¬ 
commends  a  $3.00  subscription  to  the 
"Books  in  Review"  publication  of  Mac- 
lean-Hunter,  481  University,  TORONTO 

mu 
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CAiUDIAN  HANDICRAFTS  GUILD  —  ALBERTA  NOTES 


Representatives  of  GHG  branches  from 
Lethbridge  to  Vegreville  met  recently 
in  Edmonton  for  the  Provincial  Annual 
Meeting  From  4  branches  in  1947,  the 
Guild  in  Alberta  has  now  grown  to  11, 
with  a  total  registration  of  625..  The 
branches  in  Edmonton,  Ldthbridge  and 
Vegreville  have  already  passed  the  100 
mark,  and  all  are  active  and  prosper¬ 
ing  Vegreville  is  planning  its  first 
Exhibition  in  May,  and  both  Edmonton 
and  Olds  will  have  theirs  April  22nd 
(P  S  And  a  Guild  Exhibition  is  well 
worth  visiting,  too  ) 

Re-elected  as  Provincial  President 
was  Mrs  G  T .  Woodside  of  Calgary .  The 
two  organizing  secretaries  for  north 
and  south  (to  whom  any  enquiries  may  be 
directed)  are  Mrs.  J,  Hutton,  8629 
108 A  St  ,  EDMONTON j  and  Mrs.  W.W  Wil¬ 
son,  1706  -  13th  Ave  W  ,  CALGARY  Mrs. 
■Yilson  is  a  member  of  our  own  Visual 
i\rts  Board 

"Outstanding  Craftsmen" 

Of  particular  interest  was  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  four  craftsmen  deemed  "outstand¬ 
ing"  in  their  respective  districts  .  The 
ladies  so  recognized  were: 

Mrs  J  D  McLean  of  Fort  Saskatchewan 
for  her  work  in  reviving  Har danger  Em¬ 
broidery  ; 

Mrs  Wm  Hay  of  Stettler  for  her  skill 
in  Weaving  and  other  crafts; 

Mrs-  0  Wendleboe  of  Olds,  for  profic¬ 
iency  in  Knitted  and  Bobbin  Lace;  and 

Mrs  S„  Sedgewick  of  Calgary  for  skill 
in  a  number  of  crafts; 

Master  Weaver  Sandin 

In  addition,  particular  honour  was  re¬ 
served  for  Mrs  R  B  Sandin,  Edmonton, 
who  was  elected  Alberta’s  first  "Out¬ 
standing  Craftsman  of  the  Year"  , 

Mrs  Sandin  studied  weaving  in  Massa¬ 


chusetts,  and  was  later  awarded  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Master  Craftsman  by  the  Boston 
Society  of  Arts  and  Grafts  .  In  1944  she 
received  the  Royal  .Academy  of  Arts  prize 
for  "perfection  in  weaving" . 

Mrs  Sandin  has  taught  at  Banff  since 
1942  She  was  one  of  the  .organizers  of 
the  Canadian  Weavers  Guild,  and  is  pre¬ 
sently  co-editor  of  LOOM  MUSIC  On  dis¬ 
play  was  a  beautiful'  piece  of  her  work 
in  wool,  chenille  and  metallic  threads 

A  Leaf  out  of  Our  Book 

The  CHG’s  Provincial  Branch  is  to 
collect  an  Exhibit  of  Alberta  Crafts, 
which  will  be  shown  on  the  Western  Cir¬ 
cuit,  from  Winnipeg  to  Victoria  Arti 
cles  may  be  sent  to  Mrs  .  J  .  Train  Gray, 
922  Rideau  Road,  CALGARY,  by  August  1  .  I 
On  load  to  the  Guild  for  about  eight 
months,  they  will  be  fully  insured  . 

### 

ITETi/l;  Congratulations  to  the  WI  Me 
morial  Public  Library  at  Wai’ner  on  all 
it  accomplished  in  readying  its  new  ! 

quarters  for  occupation  by  Christmas  j 

m#  i 

ITEM:  We  were  interested  to  learn 
that  a  recent  meeting  called  in  Hali¬ 
fax  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Nova 
Scotia  Drama  League  was  attended  by 
delegates  from  no  less  than  25  groups 
We  should  like  to  see  more  of  Alber¬ 
ta*  s  amateur  dramatic  clubs  derive  be 
nefit  from  membership  in  our  own  pro¬ 
vincial  Drama  League .  Enquiries  may  be 
directed  to  Chairman  Betty  Mitchell, 

Suite  2,  Braeside  Lodge,  CALGARY. 

#### 

WE'LL  BE  SEEING  YOU  AT  THE  D  D  F 
CALGARY  MAY  8th  to  13th 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  A  VERY  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR'. 


